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Letter from the Editor
Hello all, 
As a result of the College’s decision to move classes online, close residence halls, and cancel 
campus events for the remainder of the spring semester, the ​Stentor ​ will shift to digital 
publication for the rest of the semester. The ​Stentor​ staff and I are looking forward to 
returning to print publication in the fall semester.  
Thank you all for your continued support. Please enjoy the digital edition of Issue 7 of the 
Stentor ​ below.  
Best wishes, 
Emma G. Overton  
Editor-in-Chief  
editor@mx.lakeforest.edu 
News
Campus Responds to COVID-19
By Emma Overton ’22 
Editor-in-Chief and News Editor  
overtoneg@mx.lakeforest.edu  
Photo credit: ​Mai Ly Degnan for NPR 
Noting that “the Coronavirus (COVID-19) continues to spread across the United States and 
around the globe” in a March 11 email, President Schutt announced the extension of Spring 
Break to Tuesday, March 17. Although he noted that there were “no known cases of COVID-19 
on the Lake Forest College campus,” Schutt explained that “because the number of cases 
continues to rise across the country … the College must move forward with plans to prevent or 
slow the transmission of the virus as best we can, to protect the health and safety of our 
campus community.”  
The March 11 announcement was followed by an update the following day from Schutt, which, 
in addition to announcing the extension of Spring Break through Friday, March 20, with classes 
resuming Monday, March 23, promised students notification by Wednesday, March 18 of the 
College’s decision on whether or not to move classes online and maintain the residential 
program for the remainder of the semester. Schutt’s March 12 announcement noted that the 
further extension of Spring Break was “influenced by the World Health Organization’s 
declaration yesterday [March 11] that COVID-19 is a pandemic, by President Trump’s address 
last night, by the growing number of COVID-19 cases in Illinois, and by other fast-moving 
developments.” The day before Schutt’s announcement, on March 11, other area institutions, 
including DePaul University, Northwestern University, and the University of Chicago, made the 
decision to switch to online learning and close their residence halls for the remainder of the 
semester. Alluding to these decisions, Schutt further noted that “COVID-19 is compelling 
colleges across our region to make large, serious academic and programmatic decisions very 
quickly.”  
On March 16, joining the growing number of colleges and universities across the country, Schutt 
announced that Lake Forest College would move to online learning and cease the residential 
program for the remainder of the semester. Schutt expressed his understanding of how the 
closure of residence halls would affect the College’s approximately 1,000 residential students, 
stating “we realize how disruptive this departure will be, but it is necessary to reduce the risk of 
community transmission of COVID-19.” Residential students were given until Monday, March 23 
at 5:00 p.m. to retrieve their belongings from the residence halls and turn their keys into the 
Office of Residence Life. Providing further guidance, Schutt advised that “students who come to 
campus should retrieve belongings in no more than 8 hours. Students should not plan to stay 
overnight, [and] should visit as few campus offices as possible …” However, the order to vacate 
the residence halls did not apply to every member of the campus community, as F1 
international, ISEP students, and students who “lack[ed] any access to a safe home or friend’s 
family in the United States” were eligible to apply for exemptions.  
For Jenna Stern ’22 of East Windsor, Connecticut, the announcement to vacate her residence 
hall did not come as a surprise. She noted that she “moved out Saturday, March 14 because 
there [was] an extended break,” and “[my dad] said the school is probably going to close 
anyway.” Stern further explained that “I mailed my books [home] and packed up the things in my 
room but left them in the room. When the school announced that they were closing, 2 of my 4 
roommates were still on-campus, so they had to pack up all of their stuff, my stuff … and put 
basically everything in a storage unit.”  
However, for other students, the closure of residence halls was unexpected. Sophomore Audrey 
Bailey ’22 of Monterey, California noted, “it was a big shock to hear I needed to pack up my 
dorm. We coordinated [with] a moving company to do it, since I did not want to risk traveling 
[back] from California.” Similarly, first-year Laurel Robbins ’23 of Longmont, Colorado described 
her move-out experience as “​a bit chaotic, because I live out of state so I had a small window of 
time to figure everything out.” 
Regarding the transition to online classes, Stern noted that the transition is “not great, it's been 
hard to be motivated to do schoolwork given the environment at home. I'm going to rearrange 
my room to put a desk in and hopefully that'll make things easier.” Similarly, Robbins shared 
that some of her online classes “​have had a smoother transition than others. For example, in 
chemistry labs, we now have ‘dry labs’ which consist of a Zoom meeting where we use mock 
data for our calculations and talk about techniques for the lab instead of actually running the 
experiment [ourselves].”  
In an all-campus email on the first official day of online classes, March 23, Krebs Provost and 
Dean of the Faculty Davis Schneiderman expressed the College’s commitment to student 
success despite the disruption. “We know this is a challenging transition. We know that this is 
not the instructional environment you anticipated when you came to Lake Forest College. 
Nevertheless, we want you to know we remain committed to your success, no matter what 
happens,” Schneiderman said.  
Moreover, due to the transition to online classes, faculty voted on March 31 to turn all courses 
for Spring 2020 initially to pass-fail, with letter grades still being awarded, allowing students to 
”look at the grade they received in each of their courses and decide if they want to revert to the 
letter grade, or leave the P on their transcript,” according to Conner. Additionally, courses taken 
pass-fail in Spring 2020 are exempt from the maximum of 4.0 credits of Ps that can appear on a 
student’s transcript, and departmental restrictions on pass-fail grades for major courses are 
waived for any courses taken pass-fail in the Spring 2020 semester. In her announcement of the 
result of the faculty vote, Conner stated, “I’m thrilled to share this news with you, which will 
provide you additional academic flexibility in these uncertain times.”  
In addition to the transition to all-online classes and the closure of residence halls, Schutt’s 
announcement noted that “all campus events must be canceled for the rest of the spring 
semester, including all athletic practices and competitions, theater and music productions, 
all-campus parties and other student events.” The cancelation of campus events, while 
consistent with other measures to combat the spread of the virus, was nevertheless disruptive 
for students who were looking forward to events that were planned months in advance. Alpha 
Phi member Sydney Johnson ’22, was looking forward to her sorority’s “Alpha Phifa, [event] 
which is a soccer tournament fundraiser we do every year and our formal.” Other events that are 
campus traditions, including what would have been the 23rd annual Steven Galovich Memorial 
Student Symposium and the annual Relay for Life Fundraiser, were also affected by the 
cancelation.  
Schutt’s announcement also addressed graduation, noting “it is especially painful for me to 
announce …  that Ravinia Festival Park has had to cancel all events until June, including the 
College’s May 9 Commencement. I cannot yet say where or when it will happen, but the College 
is committed to holding a graduation ceremony for the Class of 2020.” Senior Maria Contreras 
’20 shared her concerns with the postponement of graduation, noting, “I hope it doesn't get 
canceled. It's unfortunate that there are a lot of things canceled up to May. It almost seems 
unfair … graduation is a milestone and I would love to celebrate my accomplishments.” Echoing 
Contreras, senior Melissa Ramirez ’20 noted, “I was looking forward to being the first in my 
family to walk the stage in May … I just hope that Commencement is [only] postponed.”  
In an update on March 17, Vice President of Student Affairs and Dean of Students Andrea 
Conner elaborated on the postponement of graduation. “Since the federal government has 
advised against gatherings of 10 or more people indefinitely, the College is not yet in a position 
to reschedule Commencement,” Conner explained. In a later update on March 24, Conner 
elaborated on plans for graduation and other award ceremonies. “It is still too early to predict 
how this national and global public health crisis will unfold ​and finally end and therefore we are 
​not yet able to specify a date or format for a rescheduled Commencement, Senior Honors 
Convocation, or Leadership Awards Ceremony,” Conner stated. She further noted that “as soon 
as it is possible, we will make sure to honor these students, alongside our graduating seniors, 
with a truly celebratory spirit. Please trust in the College’s commitment to these important 
traditions that are fundamental to the Lake Forest College experience.”  
Communication from Schutt and Conner also addressed adjustments to student accounts in 
light of the closure of residence halls. In a March 19 email, Conner explained that “for all 
students who received room and board charges for this semester and who are now required to 
leave campus, the College will reduce those charges. The reduction will be customized for each 
resident student based on the specific room type and meal plan selected this semester [and] 
unused meal plan Boomer Bucks will be rolled over to the fall semester, and seniors with 
unused Boomer Bucks will receive a credit on their student account.” However, students “will not 
be reimbursed for room and board, and will continue to have access to their existing meal plan” 
if they were approved to remain on campus.  
In her campus update on March 30, Conner announced the first confirmed case of COVID-19 
on the Lake Forest College campus. Noting that the infected individual is an employee of the 
College, Conner stated that she was not at liberty to disclose additional details about the 
individual. “​Following guidance from the Lake County Public Health Department and the CDC, 
the employee is self-isolating at home. I’m sure you join me in wishing them a speedy recovery 
to good health,” Conner said. She further stated that “in the last 14 days, the employee was only 
on campus for one day, and maintained physical distancing.” 
As the campus response to COVID-19 developed, themes of community and support were 
reiterated by the College administration. In his March 16 email, Schutt noted that “we are all 
dealing with a list of setbacks and disappointments that grows longer by the hour, due to 
COVID-19. I have great faith in our strong College community, however, and I am confident that 
these challenging days will pass away like others before them.” Additionally, in his March 23 
email, Schneiderman stated: “our community may not be physically in one place right now, but 
we are still a community and we are all in this together, so please let us know how we can help.” 
News
Illinois Primary Election Clouded by Coronavirus Concerns, Biden Wins with 59% of the 
Vote By Arielle Van Deraa ’21  
Digital Editor  
vanderaaas@mx.lakeforest.edu 
Photo credit: Chicago Sun-Times 
Photo caption: ​J​ohn Davis, a polling judge volunteer, sanitizes an electronic voting machine screen amid 
concerns about the COVID-19 coronavirus at a polling place in Bronzeville on Election Day in Illinois. 
Charles Rex Abrogast/AP 
As the ​Chicago Sun-Times ​staff who covered the Illinois Primary Election on March 17 noted, “it 
was an unprecedented Election Day in Illinois—with delayed results, missing election judges, 
dwindling supplies of hand sanitizer and bickering over whether the state should even hold its 
primary during a global health pandemic.” 
On Monday, March 16, the federal government published a new set of guidelines urging 
Americans not to congregate in groups of more than 10. The next day was the Illinois primary 
election. Voters turned out wearing gloves and masks, and many brought their own pens.  
While officials insisted that proper precautions would be taken to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, experiences at some polling sites were often worrisome for voters, including Lake 
Forest College students who turned out to vote. 
“People were standing very far apart in line as they waited to receive paper and electronic 
ballots,” said Sarah Coffman ’21. “I used the electronic machine to vote and they were not 
cleaning them between uses, so I don't think they were taking the right precautions. They did 
have hand sanitizer on every table, but [it] was not enough to make me feel safe.” 
In light of COVID-19, 14 states have either postponed their elections or switched to voting by 
mail exclusively, including Ohio, which was scheduled to hold their primary on the same day as 
Illinois. Advocates of holding the election as scheduled said that postponing would risk 
disenfranchising voters. Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker was insistent that postponing was a poor 
idea, even as he banned gatherings of 50 or more people and restricted restaurants to take-out 
and delivery only. “​We have to have our elections continue, in my opinion. This is the right thing 
to do," Pritzker said. "Our democracy needs to go on, we need to elect leaders. If we canceled 
these elections, you know, when would you have an election, would be a question I might ask. 
But the most important thing is that we're taking every precaution." 
As of Monday, March 16, more than 504,000 early votes had been cast and more than 
294,000 mail-in ballots had been sent to voters statewide—figures that eclipsed the 2016 
primary numbers (400,000 and 160,000, respectively) and were likely to set new records, 
according to Illinois election officials. 
"Much of the voting for this election already has been done. Also, at this point there is no 
date in the foreseeable future when we can expect greater safety with any certainty," Illinois 
State Board of Elections spokesman Matt Dietrich said in a statement.  
However, despite Pritzker’s decision to hold the primary election as scheduled, turnout on 
Election Day was at a record low in Illinois. In Chicago, turnout was estimated to be at 
about 35 percent, a significant drop from 53 percent in 2016. Critics cite this low turnout 
rate as one example of why the election should have been postponed. 
“I understand that it is not easy to postpone,” said Alexis Heredia ’22. “But other states had the 
ability to do so … and Governor Pritzker should have followed suit [by] taking the right 
precautions.” Agreeing with Heredia, Allie Caskey ’22 stated, “I 100 percent think elections 
should have been postponed. Many didn't come out or those that did come out put others at 
risk.” 
Additionally, there was a shortage of election judges due to concerns about COVID-19. Cook 
County Board President Toni Preckwinkle noted that the county usually has about 8,000 
election judges signed up to staff polling places in suburban Cook County for a presidential 
primary, but as of Monday morning, the county had only 5,600, because many regular judges 
had called off due to coronavirus concerns. This shortage led the county to waive normal 
training requirements for election judges and offer to swear volunteers in “on the spot.” 
Preckwinkle further noted, “elections are the heart of our democracy, and I would encourage 
people to vote first and foremost and to volunteer if they’re able to be judges.”  
Despite these challenges, Democratic front runner and former Vice President Joe Biden won 
Illinois with 924,771 votes, while Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders received 565,762 votes. In 
the Republican primary, President Donald Trump received 510,662 votes, while challenger 
Rocky De La Fuente received 21,044 votes.  
Opinion
How COVID-19 Disrupted My Senior Year 
By Ellerese Topacio ’20 
Managing Editor  
topaciome@mx.lakeforest.edu 
Graphic credit: ​The New York Times 
When the last semester of my college adventure started in January, I immediately flipped 
the hourglass, just waiting for the time to run out until I could finally walk at graduation and 
obtain the degree I’ve worked so hard for. Classes functioned normally as always, with the 
usual exams, essays, and high expectations. I had a plethora of scheduled opportunities to 
present my work this semester. From having been selected to present at the Student 
Symposium to defending my senior thesis in front of my committee members, friends, and 
family, I think it is appropriate to say that my last semester at Lake Forest College was booked. 
Meanwhile, a virus originating from China circulated in the news around January. I am quite 
sure that not many people paid attention to it, at first. Some were intrigued, at the very least, but 
most people were not at all anticipating the havoc it would wreak several weeks after the 
announcement of its discovery.  
Then, mid-semester break came around. I could feel the weight of a million elephants be lifted 
off my shoulders knowing that I had a full week to rebound from a high-strung first half of the 
semester. Fast forward a few days into break and BAM. COVID-19 became a reality. At first, we 
received news that the break would be extended for a few days more. Naturally, I rejoiced. But 
then COVID-19 continued to spread and watching news coverage of our country’s reaction to 
the virus was my only assignment. The confines of my home served as my classroom and Dr. 
Anthony Fauci as my professor. When I received the news that the rest of the semester was 
“cancelled” and would transition to remote instruction, I was initially relieved. Preparing for my 
academic obligations was certainly an honorable achievement, but it was also an extremely 
stressful endeavor.  
Yet as time progressed, the severity of COVID-19 escalated, and the fact that everything was 
put at a halt was no longer amusing. My emotions shifted from passive to devastated. The grave 
implications of COVID-19 were not something to be taken lightly anymore. This situation is like a 
terrible nightmare that has quickly crept into the realm of real life. What was initially a playful 
reception of the social effects of the disease transformed into a scenario that shows you should 
never take things for granted. 
I am a graduating senior. I will never get to attend classes at rickety old Young Hall again, walk 
the meandering sidewalks to the library, or attempt to park my car in the narrowest (and hardest 
to find!) parking spaces on Earth. It is easy to dismiss these activities as mundane features of 
everyday life when there is not a looming, dangerous virus about to snatch them away from you. 
What we all can only hope is that life will eventually go back to normal.  
Opinion
Thoughts on the Coronavirus Stimulus Bill 
By Nathaniel Bodnar ’21  
Staff Writer  
bodnarnm@mx.lakeforest.edu  
Photo credit: San Francisco Chronicle 
The current Coronavirus Stimulus Bill highlights one of the biggest problems with our current 
democracy. Bills have no singular focus and, as a result, they often have many provisions that 
have little to do with each other. The economic impacts of coronavirus are very wide and, as a 
result, almost any industry can claim they have been affected. The end result is that the 
Coronavirus Stimulus Bill has many different measures, some bad and some good, but it is hard 
to debate the merits of individual issues without bringing down and stalling the bill as a whole, 
which would delay the parts of the bill everyone agrees on from going into effect.  
I propose that there should be a constitutional amendment to only allow one specific issue to be 
addressed in a bill. For example, instead of the current broad Coronavirus Stimulus Bill, there 
would be separate bills to give direct cash to Americans, increase unemployment benefits, to 
give money to hospitals, and to provide funding for fine arts. All of these issues deserve to be 
addressed, but having them all addressed together does each of them an injustice. 
Both political parties have used our country’s current situation as an excuse to try to push 
through partisan agendas and nonessential issues. Both parties at some point have attempted 
to have abortion language added to the bill (not to mention that at the state level both parties 
have used coronavirus as an excuse to restrict constitutionally protected rights, such as abortion 
and gun rights). In the current stimulus plan, the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts is 
given $25 million and the National Endowment for the Arts is given $75 million. My point here is 
not to say that these things should never be funded, but I think they are not a top priority at this 
time, and that they should be considered on their own merits at a later date. 
If we were to focus on one issue at a time, we could reduce waste and the role of special 
interests. In almost every bill there are provisions that could never pass if they were considered 
on their own. A common practice in the US legislative branch is “pork-barreling,” in which 
members of Congress secure money that primarily benefits their district or state by adding 
provisions to a bill that are not related to the purpose of the bill. For example, in the current 
Coronavirus Stimulus Bill, there is language to ensure that the FDA speeds up the process of 
approving new ingredients for sunscreen. This would benefit Majority Leader Mitch McConnell’s 
home state of Kentucky, as it has a L’Oreal manufacturing facility (L’Oreal makes sunscreen 
that would benefit from this provision). If bills were specific, these types of measures wouldn’t 
pass as often because the legislature would be able to adequately review the issue. Currently, 
they are unable to do so because it often makes no sense to hold up a bill with hundreds or 
thousands of pages over a tiny section they may disagree with. While that is true, these tiny 
parts can add up over time and can contribute to billions of dollars in wasted spending. 
Making bills deal with only one specific issue would allow Congress to get more done. Congress 
could quickly pass the bills they all agree on, instead of our current system where the things 
they agree on are held hostage as Congress tries to negotiate other parts of a long bill. There 
still would be contentious debates on many issues, but the things agreed upon could quickly be 
passed. This would help reduce the partisan gridlock in DC that is hurting our nation. Partisan 
gridlock is especially harmful in times like these, where an emergency necessitates a quick 
response. Under our current system, Congress can’t get anything done in a timely manner. 
I believe that my proposal would at least allow some things to get done before partisan gridlock 
jams the system. It would also reduce the role of highly specialized interests in our laws and cut 
waste. This proposal will allow Congress to work more efficiently and work in a manner that is 
more in line with the interests of Americans. 
Opinion
Coronavirus and Capitalism
By Josh Hager ’22  
Staff Writer  
hagerjm@mx.lakeforest.edu 
Photo credit: The Week 
The pandemic of COVID-19 is exposing the fragility of the system of capitalism. As the world 
plunges deeper into the pandemic situation, with the US being the country with the most cases, 
the capability for a proper response is limited in a system where the labor of the working class is 
necessary so that profits do not collapse. Stories are pouring in from across the country of mass 
layoffs, but landlords are continuing to demand rent despite their tenant’s lack of income. A 
combination of workers still needing to pay for necessities and the capitalist class continuing to 
demand labor so that the stock market does not totally collapse, as it very well may happen, 
demands that the working class continues to show up for work in the midst of a pandemic.  
The Trump administration, along with the supposed Democratic “opposition,” is helping to 
support this exploitation with exemptions for workers to stay at home (that applies to roughly 80 
percent of workers nationally) and a one-time check. With a meaningless stay-at-home system 
that only applies to a small minority of workers, the capitalist class and its allies in Washington 
are putting their interests in maintaining profits over the health of the working class. 
Construction, retail, sanitation, health, and other workers comprising broad swaths of the 
economy are enraged at the prospect of having to work with limited safety precautions rather 
than being able to stay at home.  
The vast majority of workers staying at home is necessary to “flatten the curve” and prevent the 
worst possibilities of this pandemic, but this is prevented by the class of people who continue to 
demand rent and demand labor so that their wealth, which comes from the labor of the working 
class, does not cease. President Trump discussed mass returns to work by early April, and it is 
obvious that he did this because the markets are on the verge of collapse. For capitalists, profits 
have been considered to be more important than human lives. 
But despite what many say, coronavirus is not the actual cause of the looming economic crisis. 
Capitalism prevents an effective response to coronavirus because of the threat of crisis, but a 
crisis is inevitable under capitalism, coronavirus is just the trigger. As Jailson De Souza 
discusses in the Brazilian outlet, ​A Nova Democracia​, capitalism constantly produces a crisis of 
overproduction wherein production outpaces demand, causing rates of profit to be lowered, 
which in turn causes a crisis. For years the US economy has been boosted by injections of 
money from the Federal Reserve to prevent utter collapse. Even last year, German markets 
were on the verge of collapse, but the crisis was postponed and is now rearing its ugly head in 
2020 with coronavirus as the immediate impetus. Coronavirus is simply the needle that could 
pop the biggest bubble in decades. Many people across the country, having already realized the 
hardship that rent and working in this economy produces, are realizing that their landlord relies 
on their money for their income and that the companies they work for need their labor to survive. 
It is the power of the working class that powers the world, and capitalists would rather see them 
risk their lives in a pandemic than to stop working and reduce their profits.  
What does it say of capitalism that it is on the verge of collapse when some of the workers 
cannot work for a small amount of time? What does it say that capitalists are weighing the 
cost-benefit analysis of lives and profits? It says that the masses of humanity must not risk 
themselves for the profit of a class of exploiters so that the exploitative class may survive. 
Opinion
The Current Government is Ill-Equipped to Handle this Crisis 
By Maryam Javed ’21  
Opinions Editor  
javedm@mx.lakeforest.edu  
Photo credit: The Week 
The 2020 presidential race continues amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. Candidates Pete 
Buttigieg and Amy Klobuchar dropped out of the race before Super Tuesday. The results after 
Super Tuesday show former Vice President Joe Biden leading in the polls over Bernie Sanders. 
Biden and Sanders remain the two potential Democratic candidates for president. Mike 
Bloomberg and Elizabeth Warren also dropped out of the race following their poor performances 
on Super Tuesday. 
A lot of people, especially younger voters, expected Sanders to do a lot better on Super 
Tuesday. However, Biden was the clear victor. Even after Super Tuesday, many individuals are 
still hopeful that Sanders has a chance to be the nominee. But many are not, as Biden has 
secured more delegates than Sanders and is currently leading as being the prospective 
Democratic nominee. 
It is surprising for a lot of people that Biden is leading in the race because of how poorly he 
performed in Iowa. But now his campaign is thriving. He has support from several former 
candidates, including Buttigieg, Bloomberg, Klobuchar, and Tulsi Gabbard. Despite these 
endorsements, the Sanders campaign still remains hopeful. I think that even though the Biden 
campaign is leading with more delegates than Sanders, it is possible that Sanders might still 
have a chance in securing the nomination. 
Personally, as a Sanders supporter, I think that many Americans should be willing to think about 
Sanders’ ideas about economic and healthcare inequality and proposed reforms. Due to the 
pandemic, 3.3 million people have filed for unemployment. Hospitals are experiencing a 
shortage of necessary materials like masks. These unprecedented events show how 
unprepared this country is economically, politically, and socially for major crises. I believe that 
Sanders’ ideas can help direct the country during crises, now and in the future.  
Regardless of the outcome of this pandemic, I believe our president and government were and 
continue to be unprepared, have not handled this pandemic accordingly, and reacted too late to 
the crisis. There is a lot of uncertainty regarding the pandemic, but one thing for sure is that we 
need change, effective immediately. 
Feature
Professor Spotlight: Professor Ann Roberts 
by Jovana Jovanovska ’23 
jovanovskaj@mx.lakeforest.edu  
Photo credit: Lake Forest College 
Ann Roberts has been an art history professor at the College for 25 years. She grew up in and 
around Baltimore, Maryland. Roberts attended Johns Hopkins University for her undergraduate 
degree and the University of Pennsylvania for her master’s and PhD degree. She was in the first 
class of women admitted to the then all-male Johns Hopkins University when there were about 
25 women in the first-year class of 500. She is the James D. Vail III Professor of Art, Chair of 
the Art and Art History Department, and Chair of Museum Studies.  
Stentor: ​What are you passionate about? 
Roberts:​ I am passionate about reading (I always have a new book on my Kindle), cooking (I 
bring Renaissance foods to one of my classes), traveling, visiting museums, my family, and my 
discipline. 
Stentor: ​How did you decide what to study in college? 
Roberts: ​As a clueless first-year student at Hopkins, with no advisor helping me, I took (and 
bombed) calculus, but also took a course called Introduction to the History of Art. That course 
changed my life! I was hooked by the combination of visual arts, history, religious history, literary 
history, [and] anthropological investigation. Then I got to study languages, too! Win, win, win! 
At Hopkins, I was a member of a small department in a larger university, in a department where 
the faculty nurtured the undergrads. When I applied to grad school and had to decide which one 
to attend, I recall many faculty in the department giving me advice about the decision. I am still 
in touch with some of those professors. I like to think we do the same for our majors here at 
Lake Forest College.  
Stentor:​ If you were to choose another profession, what would you like to do and why? 
Roberts:​ When I started college, I expected to study English literature, because that was my 
favorite class in high school. So that might have been one direction I might have traveled. But 
because I enjoyed reading, history, cultural issues, etc., I might have gone to law school, had I 
not gone on to do a PhD. I am very interested in social justice issues and I came of age in the 
second wave of feminism in the 1970s and 80s.  
But as an art historian, I have been able to travel to many different places in North and South 
America and especially in Europe. I am not sure how I would have pulled that off if I had 
become a lawyer. 
Stentor: ​What is something you have learned from teaching at Lake Forest College? 
Roberts: ​I have learned never to make assumptions about students. I am always surprised and 
impressed by what our students know and care about, and sometimes I am impressed by what 
struggles they have faced and overcome. I have taught elsewhere (in a Big 10 university, 
among other institutions), but the chance I have to get to know students here is something I 
really treasure. 
Stentor: ​What is your current research on? 
Roberts:​ Did I mention I am a feminist? My research area is the early modern period otherwise 
known as the Renaissance in Europe. I have done a book about nuns as artists and patrons, 
and am currently working on a study that examines how one Renaissance duchess changed the 
course of history, and then how she was portrayed at various times since the Renaissance. 
Stentor: ​Do you have any advice for Lake Forest College students? 
Roberts: ​Given our current circumstances, this piece of advice is something that really sounds 
odd: but GO TO CLASS! (Even now, with our virtual class sessions, it is really important to 
ATTEND CLASS.) You never know what you will miss! You are in college to go to class! So GO! 
Feature
Kacie Whitman: Living in London 
By Kacie Whitman ’21  
Staff Writer  
whitmankl@mx.lakeforest.edu  
Me and my girlfriends at a telephone box 
Me at the Covent Garden Glossier pop-up shop 
Enjoying my time in London 
When I came to Lake Forest College, I knew two experiences I wanted from college: the 
opportunity to study English literature and to study abroad in Europe. It was my high school 
English teacher’s stories of her worldwide travels that inspired me to pursue this field of study 
and possess an unquenchable wanderlust. And so, I decided to spend a semester in the city 
where my beloved pieces of literature were written: London, England.  
The city of London is as whimsical in-person as films like ​Mary Poppins​ or ​Peter Pan​ portray it 
to be: it is a beautiful city that almost feels too intimate. Streets are tightly lined with colorful 
townhouses, fish and chips are offered on every block, and a neighborhood pub is never out of 
walking distance. Historical landmarks I had studied in textbooks, like Buckingham Palace or St. 
Paul’s Cathedral, were treasures that Londoners simply passed every day on their morning 
commute. I was overwhelmed with joy to call London my home. 
I attended the University of Roehampton, about 20 minutes south from central London, to take 
courses in journalism. From studying the UK’s complex political system to their rich history on 
the stage, I felt a sense of belonging in London more every day. When I was not in a class, you 
could find me in the mornings at the university’s coffee shop, The Hive. My friends and I 
regularly headed to the shop for smoothies or soups that were made with locally grown produce. 
My nights were spontaneous moments where I headed off to the theater or to the Putney 
neighborhood for drinks with girlfriends. After dancing the night away, my girlfriends and I would 
enjoy reminiscing over bowls of pasta ​aglio e olio​ from Vapiano’s or sourdough pizza at Franco 
Manca.  
On the days I did not have an afternoon class, I regularly took the Tube to central London for an 
exciting excursion. My favorite neighborhoods were Covent Garden and Notting Hill. Covent 
Garden was dreamy with its Glossier pop-up shop, Ladur​é​e macaroons on-hand, and live music 
at every turn. Notting Hill was a treat, in part because of my admiration for the Julia Roberts and 
Hugh Grant romantic comedy set in the neighborhood. The movie highlights a small bookstore, 
at which I bought several postcards and a Moleskin notebook to cherish having spent time 
there.  
These daily excursions are what I believe helped make my abroad experience feel uniquely 
attuned to my interests. Unfortunately, my time living in London was cut short due to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. I returned back to Chicago to see my family for a week. Little did I know I 
was not to return back to the University of Roehampton. While I was happy to be safe, I was 
concerned for my friends abroad and checked in with them frequently. It has been a scary time 
for everyone, but nonetheless I am grateful to have had the opportunity to live abroad. I cannot 
wait to travel to my beloved London again soon.  
As the Brits say, cheers! 
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Title: New Health Professions Program Coming Fall 2020 
By Adam Hartzer ’23 
Layout Editor 
hartzeraj@mx.lakeforest.edu  
In the first semester of the 2020-21 academic year, Lake Forest College will unveil an 
exciting new program for students interested in the health sciences. 
Known as the Health Professions Program, or HPP, this innovative program “provides a 
core curriculum and a set of articulated pathways into graduate programs that will prepare 
students to join a 21 ​st​-century workforce,” according to a statement from Senior Director for 
Science Partnerships and ​Professor and Chair of Biology Shubhik DebBurman. The Health 
Professions Program is “a distinctive response to increasing student interest in healthcare 
careers, significant employment growth in this sector, as well as our strong relationship and 
collaborative synergy with Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine and Science,” said 
DebBurman.  
Students that participate in this program will be exposed to a wide array of careers in the 
health-related field, while simultaneously gaining critical knowledge that will prepare them for a 
successful transition to graduate and professional programs at Rosalind Franklin University 
(RFU). Most notably, the Health Professions Program at Lake Forest College will offer “early 
admission decisions into RFU graduate and professional programs for those who meet the 
appropriate benchmarks,” according to DebBurman. Examples of the programs available at RFU 
include “Allopathic Medicine (MD), Clinical Nutrition (MS), Health Promotion and Wellness 
(MS), Nutrition Education (MS) … Cell Biology and Anatomy (MS, PhD), Cellular and Molecular 
Pharmacology (MS, PhD), Microbiology and Immunology (MS, PhD), Neuroscience (MS, PhD), 
Physiology and Biophysics (MS, PhD) … Physician Assistant Practice (MS), Psychology (PhD), …
Health Administration (MS), and Population Health (MS).”  
Over the last 12 months, a workgroup consisting of DebBurman, Professor of History 
Anna Trumbore Jones, Professor of Biology Karen Kirk, Professor of Mathematics and Chair of 
Computer Science DeJuran Richardson, Professor of Physics Scott Schappe, and representatives 
from Rosalind Franklin University developed the Health Professions Program. The program is 
designed to foster and support students from any major—whether they are interested in the 
traditional pre-health or other tracks, such as Healthcare Administration or Public Health. 
The program is designed to blend the College’s liberal arts education and sciences with a 
broad range of health professions. To accomplish this, the Health Professions Program’s 
curriculum revolves around three main pillars: the Science Core, the Science and Health from an 
Interdisciplinary Perspective Core (SHIP Core), and the Experiential Core. The Science Core 
includes four courses in the natural and social sciences, math, and computer science, whereas 
the SHIP Core encompasses two interdisciplinary courses in the humanities and humanistic 
social sciences. To then satisfy the Experiential Core portion, students must successfully 
accomplish two required components; both a seminar series at RFU and a “capstone project.” 
Below you can find specifics relating to the program’s curriculum requirements: 
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“HPP will be administered by a Steering Committee comprised of a small group of 
faculty appointed annually by Faculty Personnel and Policies Committee and led by the Senior 
Director for Science Partnerships, and [the program] would work closely with the Office of 
Admissions, Center for Academic Success, and Career Advancement Center to achieve 
recruitment, retention, and career development and placement outcomes,” according to 
DebBurman’s statement. 
Students interested in applying to the Health Professions Program are asked to submit a 
short essay describing their interests and motivations to study health-related professions in 
either of the program’s fall or spring application windows. Upon entry, students must maintain 
a minimum semester GPA and progression through the program’s requirements to continue 
participating in the program.  
Program information sessions will be held via Zoom over the next two weeks. (Click the links 
below to join the sessions, which will be held in Central time.) 
Join Meeting 1: 7-8 pm, April 1 
Join Meeting 2: 4-5 pm, April 2 
Join Meeting 3: 4-5 pm, April 3 
Join Meeting 4: 4-5 pm, April 6 
Join Meeting 5: 7-8 pm, April 7 
Visit the program’s website for more information: 
https://www.lakeforest.edu/academics/programs/health-professions/ 
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Independent Study Merges Different Political Perspectives, Professor and Students Work 
Toward a Common Goal  
By Jovana Jovanovska ‘23 
Staff Writer  
jovanovskaj@mx.lakeforest.edu 
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Lake Forest College enables students to take Independent Study classes to explore topics 
outside of classes that are normally offered in a semester. This semester, economics Professor 
Carolyn Tuttle, who is retiring at the end of the year following a 35-year career at the College, is 
teaching a class on the topic of Income Inequality, both in the United States and globally. The 
class is being taken by Raymond Gecias, a senior majoring in finance and minoring in music, 
and Britt Dahlin, a junior majoring in economics and minoring in legal studies and environmental 
studies. While Gecias is a self-described “right-wing” thinker and Tuttle is a self-described 
“left-wing” thinker, the two have come together in this independent study. ​Stentor ​staff 
interviewed Professor Tuttle and her students to learn more about their experience in the class. 
Stentor:​ How did the idea for class originate and what topics do you discuss? 
Gecias:​ Originally, I wanted to take a money and banking class and found that I couldn’t fit it in 
my schedule, so I approached Professor Tuttle and she offered an Independent Study. I found 
that wealth and income inequality was very fascinating and when I brought it up to Professor 
Tuttle she was really excited about it. What we're studying is not only wealth and income in the 
United States but in and between countries. 
Tuttle:​ The Independent Study is student-driven - we got together and came up with a syllabus 
with all the topics we wanted to cover and the readings we wanted to do. We followed a syllabus 
like a [regular] class would, but only the three of us would meet and talk about whatever article 
we read. The readings we’re doing are pretty difficult and some of them I haven’t done, so I’m 
learning with them, which is fun. 
Stentor: ​How do your opinions differ from each other? 
Gecias:​ I guess I consider myself a more right-leaning thinker. I wasn't always a right-leaning 
thinker so I definitely know how left-leaning thinkers perceive the world. I think it comes down to 
us respecting each other, just from the beginning. When I took Professor Tuttle's 
Macroeconomics class I was blown away by her experience and I didn't consider the kind of 
way she thought when I wanted to do this study. I was delighted her opinions are different so I 
could get an opportunity to learn. It works because we respect each other. 
Tuttle:​ I started [as] very conservative. I was the president of Young Republicans in college and 
worked for the Nixon campaign. I was raised conservative and have since become liberal, 
definitely a feminist, somebody who tries to support those who are marginalized and worker’s 
rights. I try not to give my opinions in class because, in economics, it’s not about my opinion, but 
the theory. I didn’t even know Ray was conservative. I very much respect him and Britt. I tend to 
love my students so the thought of me rejecting them for a thought or belief they have is 
ridiculous. I don’t feel as though it is my job to convert anybody to be liberal. I think it’s my job to 
open people’s minds to different ideas. The key is to communicate and learn from each other. 
Stentor: ​What is something you have learned from each other? 
Gecias: ​In the very last independent session we had I was criticizing the minimum wage and 
Professor Tuttle did a great job of very softly disagreeing with me and giving me an article to 
read on what she thought. Although she didn’t change my opinion, I thought it was wonderful 
that she didn’t criticize me. I like that she doesn’t shut down my opinions. 
Tuttle:​ I’ve learned that when people work really hard and are driven for something it makes 
sense that they want to keep that. We were talking about social security being privatized which 
is something I’m against, but he asked “shouldn’t we be in control of our own money?” and I 
thought that his position made perfect sense. He brought something I haven’t thought of and I 
changed my view on that. That’s one thing about a liberal arts education - you should be willing 
to change. 
Stentor:​ What is your favorite thing about this class? 
Dahlin:​ My favorite thing about this class is to explore a topic that’s not regularly offered in the 
semester, as well as have a very open conversation and listen to different opinions on the topics 
discussed. 
Gecias:​ I came to Lake Forest College because I knew I would have the opportunity to connect 
with professors. I couldn’t have picked a better professor to do something like this with. The 
focus is on us and our learning and we get to go at our own place. Also, I get to personally know 
Professor Tuttle and I get to learn what a wonderful person she is. 
Tuttle: ​For me, I like to teach but I also like to work with intelligent and bright students. 
Independent Study is an additional class with more work and professors don’t get paid extra, but 
I love these classes if they’re with the right students. It’s a chance to get to know my students 
and get to know a topic I wouldn’t read about as much if the class wasn’t offered. 
Stentor:​ What is your advice when working with people who have opposing views? 
Tuttle:​ My philosophy is to embrace it. I think rather than ostracizing people, I try to embrace 
people so they can hear me and they know I will hear them. 
Gecias:​ My strategy this whole time is that I don’t like revealing at the surface what I think. I 
rather talk about ideas. As soon as you start putting labels that’s when you get hostility. If you 
are talking to someone and you know they hate you or you hate them, you would treat them 
differently. I pay attention to what others say because they can make good points and they 
might change my mind.  
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Self-Care during Self-Isolation 
By Emma Overton ’22  
Editor-in-Chief and News Editor 
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During these unprecedented and difficult times, many of us are feeling stressed and anxious. 
Below are some self-care suggestions for coping with the current situation.  
1. Reach out (Digitally)
Although we are self-isolating, try to digitally reach out to those important to you. Check-in on 
your classmates, friends, and family. A simple phone call or FaceTime conversation can 
increase feelings of connectedness to others.  
2. Enjoy an old hobby or discover a new one
Revisit something that you love to do, but may have neglected in the past due to your busy 
schedule. Or, discover a new passion. Baking, cooking, board games, puzzles, coloring, 
painting, meditation, and yoga are all stress-free activities that you can do from your home. 
3. Resist the urge to stay busy 100% of the time
Some of us may be finding that self-isolation brings new amounts of “free time” that we are 
usually not accustomed to. You may feel the need to be productive every hour of the day with 
job or internship applications, long-term career planning, or standardized test preparation. The 
feeling that you need to always be productive may actually create more anxiety. Try to take an 
hour or two each day where you allow yourself to enjoy your free time as actual free time.  
4. Go outside (Safely)
While making sure that you practice proper social distancing (six feet apart), venture outside for 
a walk, run, or bike ride. Even 10 or 15 minutes outside can help to calm feelings of anxiety.  
5. Take some deep breaths
This one may sound overly simple, but you may be surprised at how helpful deep breaths can 
be when you are feeling stressed and anxious. A Google search for “deep breaths” generates a 
free, minute-long deep breathing exercise.  

Review: Netflix’s ​Love Is Blind 
By Adam Hartzer ’23 
Layout Editor 
hartzeraj@mx.lakeforest.edu  
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Caption: ​Participants are isolated in “pods” where they communicate through a wall without 
seeing one another.   
For those that have enjoyed ABC’s ​The Bachelor ​, Netflix has recently created their own 
reality dating series, ​Love Is Blind​, which premiered on February 13 and is hosted by husband 
and wife Nick and Vanessa Lachey. What differentiates this show from others is the way in 
which the contestants meet; instead of falling in love with someone based on their looks, 
singles connect with each other solely based on emotional relationships. 
Without ever seeing their dates, individuals are isolated in “pods” and talk through a 
wall to communicate with their dates. In these private rooms, couples can talk through the wall 
to share stories, ask questions, and attempt to connect with their partner. As people go 
through the pods and get to know others, relationships build and connections begin to form. At 
the end of the dating portion of the show, proposals occur where the couples are then finally 
able to meet each other. From there, all engaged couples embark on a trip to Mexico and learn 
to build their relationship. Up until this point, participants did not have their phones or any 
communication with their family or friends. Now, they will have to share with their family, 
friends, and the world the news that they are now engaged to a person that they said “yes” to 
before even meeting them face-to-face. Many complications and obstacles arise that challenge 
their relationship and put their love to the test as contestants return home to Atlanta, where 
the show is primarily filmed. In the end, couples decide whether their love is real: they can 
either choose to say “I do” and walk away with their new spouse or they can say “I don’t” and 
walk away from their fiancé forever. 
The show’s premise is unique in that it explores whether love is truly blind. Being 
isolated in a pod and getting to know someone for what they have to say and value helps 
eliminate many of the distractions associated with appearance or first impressions. Participants 
on the show agreed that the relationships they created would not have been created on their 
own in the world, as they would not have necessarily been open to dating another person of a 
different age, race, or background. 
On February 28, the day after the finale aired, ​Love Is Blind​ became the #1 trending 
series on Netflix, according to ​Vox ​. As a result, Netflix created an eleventh bonus reunion 
episode with the cast to debrief and discuss how the series went. 
Love Is Blind​ was renewed for both a second and third season by Netflix, due to the 
series’ popularity among streamers. Season 2 is set to take place in Chicago, with casting 
applications currently open. At this time, it is unknown when the production and release of the 
second season will begin.  
Book Review: ​Genderqueer: A Story From a Different Closet 
By Maryam Javed ’21  
Opinions Editor  
javedm@mx.lakeforest.edu  
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“I’m one of the girls. That’s my gender. I’m male. That’s my sex. I’m attracted to females. That’s 
my orientation. My experience was different from anything else I’d ever heard of. I wanted to 
write it down so there would be a book showing what it is like to grow up like this,” writes Allan 
D. Hunter in ​GenderQueer: A Story from a Different Closet.
GenderQueer: A Story from a Different Closet ​is​ ​a coming-out and coming-of-age story of a 
gender non-conforming individual. The book is an autobiographical story of Hunter’s life that 
helps readers better understand what identity and gender really mean and how other people’s 
definitions of gender and identity do not define someone.  
What is even more interesting is that the story takes place during the 1970s and 1980s, a time 
period in which many individuals of the LGBT community were treated with more hostility than 
today. However, despite many of these sentiments, LGBT centers became more available to the 
public, which was quite revolutionary. Despite the growth of LGBT centers, one group that was 
not necessarily included was the genderqueer community, now commonly symbolized as the 
“Q” in LGBTQ, and this is precisely what this book focuses on. Many people are not familiar with 
the genderqueer identity and this book gives a first-hand account of what someone with this 
identity experiences.  
The story follows the life of the main character, Derek. Different parts of Derek’s life are 
narrated, through junior high school years to the age of 21. ​From a young age, Derek feels like 
“one of the girls,” but is not uncomfortable in a male body. As the book progresses, Derek 
comes to terms with an identity that does not fall under the typical umbrella of “LGBT.”  
Hunter delves into serious and intimate topics throughout the book, making it very realistic and 
raw, which was overwhelming at times. A watered-down account of the story would take away 
from the authenticity of this piece, which is why it was important for the author to share all the 
intimate details Derek went through, and despite the fact it may make some of us 
uncomfortable, it is crucial to aiding our understanding of Hunter’s experience. Explaining the 
intimate nature of the book, Hunter notes, “in 2019, we have the word ‘genderqueer,’ but there 
still isn’t a coming-out and coming-of-age story about people like me anywhere to be found. And 
that means anyone like me who is in their early adult years and trying to sort this out would still 
have to do so largely on their own and the only way this can be fully accomplished is through 
honesty.”  
In Part Four, Hunter writes, “I’m more comfortable calling myself genderqueer. There isn’t a 
whole lot of agreement about exactly what it means, but in practice, it just means ‘something 
else’ as in, ‘Please indicate on this form if you identify as straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender, or something else.’ It’s kind of like saying et cetera … I refer to my own specific 
form of being genderqueer as being a gender invert. Basically who I am, who I historically have 
been all my life, is a male girl, or a male woman, with neither the male part nor the gendered 
identity being wrong and in need of fixing.”  
GenderQueer: A Story from a Different Closet ​reinforces the idea that no one is alone in their 
experience. For me, this book was very eye-opening. It made me realize how other people’s 
definitions of gender, sexuality, and identity should not define someone. These concepts are all 
highly subjective to the individuals themselves and their experiences. Even today, society forces 
gender stereotypes down our throats and I love how this book directly contradicts these 
stereotypes and makes the reader understand an identity that is not familiar to most people. 
Overall, I would give this book a 10/10 for providing an important message about gender and 
identity.  
 
Sports
COVID-19 Affects Spring Sports 
By Stephanie Carlson ’21  
Associate Editor and Sports Editor 
carlsonsa@mx.lakeforest.edu  
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With the ongoing spread of COVID-19, colleges across the country have shut down their 
campuses and gone completely online. With the sudden breach in students’ everyday lives, 
collegiate and non-collegiate sports took a major hit. 
College students have not only lost their time with friends, their typical college experiences, and, 
for seniors, the postponement of their graduation ceremonies. COVID-19 has halted all spring 
collegiate sports until further notice. For many college athletes, this would have been their last 
chance to play the sports they love on the teams they’ve dedicated their college careers to. 
Stentor ​staff spoke with the Interim Director of Athletics Blake Theisen to better understand the 
current situation and how the College plans to move forward. 
Stentor: ​What does the COVID-19 pandemic mean for college sports? 
Theisen: ​“From a local perspective, it is really heartbreaking to see our student-athletes lose 
out on opportunities to compete. They put in a ton of hours training for their season and to have 
it ripped out from under them by this invisible thing is tough and everyone in our athletic 
department is really hurting for them. Looking at the big picture, it’s been eye-opening, 
interesting, and for a sports fan, oddly encouraging to see how much of our world and especially 
our social interactions somehow revolve around sports.” 
Stentor: ​How has the Lake Forest College Athletic Department handled these changes? 
Theisen: ​“Like everyone, athletics is navigating the new landscape in the best, most effective 
way possible. As difficult as the decisions to cancel our athletic activities have been, it is 
absolutely the right choice and in the best interest [of] the health of our student-athletes, staff, 
and fans. Ultimately, our staff and coaches are all educators, so even without competitions or 
practices we maintain an important role of providing support for the student-athletes of Lake 
Forest College.” 
Stentor:  ​What does this mean for senior athletes? 
Theisen: ​“The NCAA granted a blanket waiver for all spring sport student-athletes. At Lake 
Forest College this includes men’s and women’s golf, softball, men’s and women’s tennis, and 
men’s and women’s outdoor track. This means, regardless of their year in school, these 
student-athletes have an extra year of eligibility to make up this season. So, seniors could 
choose to take graduate courses at LFC next year and participate in their final season. 
Regardless of what any individuals choose to do, at an appropriate time in the future the athletic 
department is committed to celebrating our senior athletes and recognizing their terrific careers 
as Foresters.” 
Stentor:​ ​How does this affect next year’s sports seasons? 
Theisen: ​“The cancellations this spring will hopefully not impact any athletics at Lake Forest 
College for the 2020-2021 academic year.” 
Stentor: ​Is there additional information you would like to share? 
Theisen: ​“I’d be remiss if I didn’t give a shout out to the Lake Forest men’s hockey team. They 
earned a bid into the NCAA Division III National Tournament and were slated to host an 
opening-round contest on March 14. However, with the NCAA cancelling all winter and spring 
championships, this opportunity was sadly taken away. This year’s team had a terrific season 
and the College is incredibly proud of their accomplishments! 
Also, the recent cancellations didn’t just impact our varsity athletic teams. We have many club 
sport student-athletes who did not get to compete this spring. This includes those who 
participate in equestrian, men’s and women’s lacrosse, and men’s and women's rugby. To the 
seniors of these sports, we’re saddened they had their seasons end this way, but thank them for 
their contributions toward our programs and wish them the very best in the future!” 
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Athlete Spotlight: Leeza Bodnar ’20 
By Stephanie Carlson ’21  
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Senior tennis player and women’s tennis co-captain, Leeza Bodnar, from Orland Park, Illinois is 
currently majoring in finance with a double minor in Spanish and digital media. With the spread 
of COVID-19 ending her final season as a collegiate athlete, Bodnar is heartbroken that her 
career was cut short. ​Stentor ​staff interviewed Bodnar about her plans after college and how the 
cancellation of spring sports has affected her and her teammates. 
Stentor: ​Where are you from and why did you choose Lake Forest College? 
Bodnar: ​“I am from Orland Park, Illinois which is about an hour south from the College. I chose 
Lake Forest College because I knew when I took my first step on campus that it was going to be 
home for the next four years. I had many other options I was looking at, but when I thought 
about it in the long run, it was good to be close to home if anything ever happened. Also, Lake 
Forest College had so many incentives that made it more attractive to me. Overall, I know I 
made the right choice.” 
Stentor: ​Have you participated in any internships or jobs while in college? 
Bodnar: ​“I [did] not participate in any internships [during] school, but I did have small jobs the 
past few summers at Baird and Warner Real Estate and Erik Nelson's State Farm Agency. It 
was nice to get an inside look at each of the companies. I possibly might want to work at their 
corporate offices, but we'll see. I'm still trying to figure out what I want to do, since I haven't 
found anything yet that has piqued my interest.” 
Stentor: ​What are your plans after college? 
Bodnar: ​“With this whole coronavirus thing happening, my plans are kind of on hold right now, 
but I would like to try and become a financial analyst. I know that I need to work my way up to 
that position, so I am currently looking for starting positions at the companies I have been 
looking at. I don't have any positions currently lined up for myself, but I do have a lot of 
connections I can reach out to.  
Stentor: ​How long have you been playing tennis? 
Bodnar:​ “I have been playing tennis since I was 11, so for about 10 years. I played a lot of 
sports growing up and actually started by playing soccer for seven years until I realized how 
much more passionate I was about tennis. I worked really hard to get where I am today, since I 
started so late, but I do not regret all the long hours of practice I endured to be able to play on a 
college team.” 
Stentor: ​What made you want to play for a college team?  
Bodnar:​ “I knew that my career wasn't going to be over when I graduated high school, so I 
reached out to a few schools and had a couple of coaches scout me [after] my doubles partner 
and I qualified for state three years in a row. When I realized I could continue my career for 
another four years, it was like music to my ears. I love this sport with all my heart, and I love 
playing competitively. I get so much adrenaline every time I step on that court and, honestly, I 
[wouldn’t] have it any other way.  
Stentor: ​What was your favorite part of being a member of the Lake Forest College tennis 
team?  
Bodnar: ​“My favorite part [was] definitely my teammates and coaches. The bond that I have 
built with them is so special to me and is what made every practice, match, and trip 10 times 
better. Every day I looked forward to seeing all of their faces, because they were always the 
people to cheer me up if I was ever having a bad day. They have all taught me so many 
valuable lessons and helped shape me into who I am today. They are like a second family to me 
and I am going to miss them more than anything.” 
Stentor: ​What was it like to find out that your final college season ended so abruptly?  
Bodnar: ​“I still hate talking about it to this day, [and] it was definitely a heartbreaker. Knowing 
that my last match was going to be on our spring break trip wasn't the way I had planned to end 
my season, but I am so thankful that I was able to have all my teammates there with me when I 
did. When I finished my last match that night, I broke down into tears when my teammates and 
both of my coaches approached me and gave me hugs. I knew that even though my career was 
over, the memories and relationships I've built over my four years weren't. I appreciate 
everything that this school has given me, and I cannot wait to see our team play from outside 
the court.” 
Stentor: ​Do you plan on continuing your tennis career in any way? 
Bodnar: ​“I was thinking of joining a few women' leagues out in the city, because I don't think I 
want to quit. Tennis is a lifelong sport and it is something I devoted my heart and soul to for 
years. Just because I can't play for a school anymore doesn't mean I can't play for my own 
satisfaction.” 
Stentor: ​How has the team adjusted to the COVID-19 pandemic? 
Bodnar: ​“I think the team handled it pretty well. We were all really bummed out because we had 
a chance of qualifying for Nationals again this year and we were so ready to go and play in the 
conference tournament, but we've come to terms with it. We all had a feeling it was going to 
happen, since so many other schools were shutting down, so it wasn't much of a surprise—but it 
wasn't good news to hear. I know that after all of this is over that my teammates can't wait to get 
back on the court and make some more history for themselves. Even though I won't be a part of 
the team anymore, I will always be there watching them.” 
